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NATIONAL AFFATIRS, 
For MARCH, 1789. 
(From the Excrisu Revirw.) 
ILLUMINATIONS. 


AN propenfity incites mankind, upon all occafions of 
lively emotion, to fignify the inward fentiment of the 
foul by fome overt att or expreffion, This is the origin of all 
intercourfe between man and man, and between human beings 
and the powets of heaven, It is, indeed, this propenfity that 
produces both natural figns and artificial langaage, and is alfo 
the parent of thofe rites and ceremonies, and facrifices, which, 
z every country and age, enier into the fyftem of popular re- 
igion. 

This invate principle has been moft confpicugufly difplayed, 
and highly gratified, by the late illuminations, not only in the 
capital, but in every city, town, and village, of note in the 
Britih. ifles. A more natural or fignificant emblem than heat 
and light canuot be imagined of renovated vigour and return 
ing joy and exultation. Light and heat have, both io ancient 
anc modern times, been con(ecrated to the molt folemn feftivals 
and facred devotions ; in Perfia, in ancient Rome, and in the 
church of Rome to this day. The facred fire that buros in 
honour of God, or of gods, while it reprefents the benign ins 
Vou, XIII, 327. 2U fluence 
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fluence of heaven on earth, reprefents alfo, in the nature of 2 
facrifice, the gratitude of men for heavenly bleffings, The 
fame noble emblem that has, in every age, though not in every 
country, been ufed in the moft folemn feftivals and ceremonies, 
the inhabitants of thefe iflands have called to their aid when 
they laboured, as it were, to exprefs fentiments of joy too big 
for utterance. 

While clouds of darknefs and defpondency overwhelm the 
land, the Father of Lights difpels the gloom by reftoring the 
full exercife of underftanding in that important quarter where 
it had been fafpended—-** God faid, Let there be light, and 
there was light.” The face of forrow is brightened up; and 
all ranks and orders of men unite in the mot natural and em- 
phatic demonftrations of gladnefs. On this great and moft 
affeGing occafion even the meaneft and rudeft of the people ab- 
ftained from all riot and infult, as if their fincere joy had been 
tempered with the recollefion of their Sovereign’s fufferings, 
anda fenfeof that providence which wounds or makes whole. It is 
the grand chara@teriftic of the late illumination, that it was cons 
ducted with uninterrupted decorum, 


THE QUEEN, 


Againft whom the utmoft that the breath of calumny dared 
to whifper, during the illnefs of the King, amounted only to 
this, that the fame hopes which fhe fondly perhaps then, but 
juitly as has fince appeared, entertained of her beloved confort’s 
recovery, fhe was eagerto communicate to otliers ; the queed, 
accompanied by the moft amiable branches of her family, en- 
joyed, enknown to the people, their prayers and thank({givings 
for the reltoration of their King. If ever daration of pain was 
compenfated by excefs of delight, it muft have been, when the 
beft and moft feeling of her fex penetrated, as it were, fecretly 
into the hearts of the people, and difcovered there nothing but 
unbounded loyalty and love to the royal family of England. 


EFFECTS OF THE KING’s RECOVERY ON DIFFEs 
RENT POINTS AND PARTIES. 


The miniftry, by oppofing the alleged right of the Prince of 
Vales to affume without a call, and to exercife without reftraint 
2nd limitation, the authority of regent, have taken a new and 
firong proteft in favour of the rights of the people. This is a 
more emphatic and important commemoration of the centenary 
of the Revolution, than either a pillar at Runcamede, or an 
annual thank{givings But, as examples uever yo out, according 
to 
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to the obfervation of a celebrated French politician, [ Amelot 
de la Hovffais,] at the door by which they enter ; as all inno- 
vations are dangerous, and often carry men to confequences 
very different from the immediate advantage for which they 
were hazarded ; it behoves the Britith legiflature to beware of 
familiarities with the great feal of England, and of parlia- 
mentary exercife of the royal prerogative. If the anexpe@ed, 
and really alarming, emergency of the King’s indifpofition 
juttified the late proceedings in parliament, it is neverthelefs the 
duty of the legiflature to take proper meafures for preventing 
the necefity of fuch proceedings, if ever a fimilar fituation of 
affairs, in the lapfe of time, fhould happen in future, But this 
is indeed a Scylla and Charybdis. Danger lics on either hand. 

Who fhall be judges of that degree of indifpofition which fhall 

fafpend the exercife of royalty ?, And who thall be guardian of 

the royal patient ? Or who fhall judge of that degree of con- 
valefcence which fhall imply a reftoration of the fovercign 

r on the other ? A natural jealoufy will, and perhaps ought, 
to be entertained, in fuch cafes, both of the heir-apparent, and 
the parliament: both may be foppofed, on fimilar grounds, to 
be equally ready and officious in offering their fervices on the 
fighteft occafion ; though with this different in point of the 
confequence, that the ufurpations of the heir-apparent would in 
ahort time be converted, by the death of his predeceffor, into 
the natural right of fucceffion ; whereas the encroachments of 
the wo Honfes of Parliament might, if we may judge from paft 
experience, be increafed fo as at lait to fubvert the prinziples 
and form of our government. But, on the other hand, parlia- 
ment could not eafily interfere in the executive government 
without a manifeft and notorious neceflity. Whereas the heire 
apparent, bred up in the indulgent arms of a good and un- 
fulpicious tather, might be tempted by the immediate profpect 
of a royal fceptre, and encouraged by his connedtion and ine 
fluence in the royal palace, like Abfalom in the houfeof David, 
to rife ap in rebellion, and to feek the ruin of him who gave 
him birth. The intrigues of Afiatic durbars and feraglios 
would be known in the very centre and feat ot freedom. 

In order to prevent the evils to be apprehended o.« eicher fide, 
fall a board of phyficians be appointed ? The arts of fuch a 
medico political council would foon, there is groand to fuppofe, 
become equal to thole of tie molt chicaning lawyers and jetuits. 
Some new arrangement, relative to this contingency, jeems to 
be highly neceflary Itis not within the reach of politicians and 
flateimen to prevent bodily or mental difeafe ; let them only 
fake care me guid detrimenti re/publica capiat. 

2U2z It 
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It is almoft fuperfiuvous to obferve that the retorn of hie Mae 
jefly’s health, though matter of fatisfaftion to all good men, of 
all parties and denominations, is yet an object of greater joy to 
fome than to others. There are individuals of whom we might 
fay, in the language of our modern Elihu already quoted, that, 
through the recovery of the King, ‘* they are hurled from their 
ideal thrones, and reduced to a more deplorable fituation than 
that of the meaneit peafant.”” At the fame time it is but juiice 
to obferve that there are, among thofe who fupported the right 
of the Prince of Wales to take upon him the undivided power 
of the regency, men of independent fortunes and upright prin- 
ciples, who, in what they did, ated in the jadgement of fome, 
wifely ; in that of all, honeftly. 


IR ELAN D. 


- Though the Irith nation has been difappointed in obtaining 
aregent unfettered by the reftrictions of an Englith parliament, 
they have obtained what they chiefly wanted, an opportunity of 
afferting independent, paramount, and imperial power 3 an op- 
portunity of acting for themfelves in contradiétion to the au- 
thority and example of England. Ovher occafions of difference 
mutt foon arife ; perhaps of difcord. Nothing but an incorpo- 
rating union between the two Britifh iflands will ever effeually 
allay and prevent all jealoufies and contefts. In the mean time, 
if we reafon, not on the law of independent nations, bat on 
cuftomary law, and even politive acts of both Englith and Irihh 
parliaments, ic moft be admitted that the prefent parliament of 
Ireland, by inviting any perfon to be regent of that kingdom 
who was not regent of England, departed from the coaltitational 
connection of the two kingdoms ; for it is eftablithed by poli- 
tive ftatute as well as invariable cuftom, that he who wears the 
Britith, hall alfo wear the [rith crown. Had the lrifh delegates 
come on any fuch errand as that of feeking a regent for theme 
felves, without regard to the voice of the parliament of Enge 
land, in the reign of George the Firlt, or even in the reign of 
George the Second, they would have been immediately feat to 
the ‘lower. That they were not committed in the prefent reign, 
is at once a proof of the diffenfions that prevail in this ksogdom ; 
and that it is only a very flender thread, that, in the prefeat mos 
ment, unites Ireland to England. Fiad the Irith commifhoners 
arrived in this country fome weeks fooner, what would have hap- 
— ? This qucilion opens a boundlefs field for conjectures 

e thall only opferve that it is very tortunate they did nox. They 
have, happily for both countries, been obliged to returac home 
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reinfe@a, and to report to their conftituents that their addrefs ta 
the Prince of Wales was premature by being too late. 


CONTINENTAL POWERS, 


The happy recovery of the King is not confined, in its in- 
fluence, to thefe realms. It operates varioufly on the various 
powers of Europe. A generous fympathy, at leaft a gallant pro- 
feffion and thew of fympathetic joy, at the retirn of his Mae 
jefty’s health, has lately been difplayed, as we are weil affured, 
by the polite and accomplithed court of France. The Compite 
de Luzerne, the French Ambaffador at LunJon, has received 
orders from his Sovereign to {pare no expence tnat may, in any 
fhape or degree, contribute to a brilliant difplay of the fatise 
faétion of the French court and sation on chis occafinn, A fimie 
lar inftance of homane and noble condu& has of late been ex. 
hibited by the French nation and court, in an application to 
Tippoo Saib for the releafe of fach tunglith officers and artifans 
as were forcibly detained in his dominions even after the pacie 
fication of 1784. This application is a pleafing proof and exe 
ample of that extended intercourfe, and that liberality of fenti- 
ment, which characterifes the clofe of tae cighveenth ceatury. 
A book, [Memoirs of the late Waria Afis,] containing, anong 
other military memoirs, an affecting narrative of the imprilon- 
ment and fufferings of the Europeans who, io the courfe of the 
late war in Afia, tell into the hands of Hyder-Alley and Tippoo 
Salcaun, is tranflated into the French language by tne celebrated 
Mr, Suard. It is univerfally read, and {preats a general come 
paffion in France for the gallant but unfortunace fufferers. The 
gencral voice of the nation, as we have already men:ioned, was 
exprefled by the court in an application to Tippoo, through the 
Ambaffadors of the Sultan, for the releafement of the Englifh 
prifoners. ‘Thus the French, at the fame time tnat they lecretly 
fend fuccours to Tippoo Suib, folicit nim to liberate men tub- 
fervient to his views in various refpects, I[t 1s in the fame 
fpirit that the French, while they carry oa their iatrigues againit 
the interefts and power of Great-Britain, exprefs, and we doubt 
pot fiacerely, a concern for the perfonal fatety of the Brith 
King. . 

It may reafonably be fuppoled, at the fame time, that there 
are other nations more deeply concerned in the faivation of our 
gracious fovereiga than France; Pruffia, Holland, Saxony, 
Heile, Brunfwick, Polaad, Sardinia ; perhaps the Turks and 
Spaniards; and the Venetians, and che other [taliaa ftates for 
cersain, hele powers fee all of them to have an incereft ia 
oppofing 
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oppofing the ambitious combinations of the Roffians, the Au. 
firians, and the French, A chain, or, in military phrafeology, 
a cordon, tor the proteétion of political iddependence in Europe, 
is drawn from the extremity of Great-Britain acrofs Holland, 
the Pruffian ftates, and others of inferior note in alliance with 
the Pruffians, and Poland, in which the Praffian intereft now 
prevails, even to the fhores of the Hellefpont. The political 
balance, in the moft important circumftances, is at prefent in 
the fame ftate in which it was in 1757, when the fame Prince 
Kaunitz, who is now the great minifter of the Emperor, was the 
minifter of his illuftrious mother, the late Emprefs Queen ; and 
when the Jate Lord Chatham, then Mr. Pitt, began to fteer the 
helm of the Britifh government, Prince Kaunitz is {till in 
credit with the Auftrian court ; and Lord Chatham’s fon, as 
to continental politics, purfues the plan of which his father 
traced the outlines. The fpirit of Prince Kaunitz’s counfels to 
the court of Vienna was, that then only would the Auftrian 
power be extended, and firmly eftablifhed in Germany, when 
France on the one hand, and Rouffia on the other, thould be 
drawn over from the enemies, and become the friends and allies 
of the Imperialifts. Kaunitz was fent Ambaffador to France, 
and, by addrefs and perfeverance, overcame her animofity again 
the Aoftrians by diverting it into new channels of ambition. 
The Emprefs Elizabeth of Ruffia was engaged in a confederacy 
with thefe great powers, by arts addreffed to her by the hand- 
fome Count Lynar, Ambaffador from the Eleétor of Saxony, 
King of Poland, and the enemy of Pruffia, more in the character 
of a woman, than in that of a fovereign Princefs, All the 
world knows the refult of this fituation of affairs, England 
and Pruffia broke a confederacy formed for the deftraction of 
the liberties of Europe. The fame fpirit of combination that 
actuated the three great continental powers of that time, feems 
to animate them at the prefent period. However their particu 
Jar and fecret arrangements may be concealed in the myiteries 
of political intrigue, yet of this we are certain, that to fabdoe 
and fhare in the divifion of inferior and neighbouring ftates, is 
the leading principle of their union, The Emperor, for the con- 
folication of his power, withed to acquire the great eleétorate of 
Bavaria, firft pre and then by exchanging ic for the fove~ 
reignty of the Netherlands. Defeated in both p-ojects, he has, 
in all probability, fold his ancient fubjects the Flemings, for 
fome confideration, that has not yet tranfpired, to the French. 
French troops, in great numbers, are ready to pour into the 
Netherlancs, while the Emperor continues to menace their 
liberties 
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Liberties in the tone of a tyrant. Thus, a train feems to be 
laid, for annexing the Netherlands to the French monarchy. 


FRAN C E, 


France has uniformly profecuted fchemes of ambition from the 
reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, and the times of Richliew and 
Mazarine, to the prefent moment. Profperity inflamed, but ade 
verfity did not extingvifh her love of conqueft. Even at the time 
when internal diffenfions and difordered finances call her atten= 
tion to new regulations, and the eftablifhment of concord: even 
now fhe has her eye on every movement in Europe ; and what 
Lewis the Great could not accomplith in the atmo plenitude 
of his power, may perhaps fall into the hands of the feeble 
Lewis the Sixteenth, even in the midft of the domeftic difficul- 
ties which furroand him. 

Bot if the French thould indeed acquire, and keep poffeffion 
of the Auftrian Netherlands, the pofleffion of the Elbe would 
give fuch an acceffion to their navigation and commerce, as 
would render their power, already formidable, irrefiftible in the 
weftern parts of Europe. The genius of Great-Britain, and the 
vigilance of her allies on the continent, will, it is to be hoped, 
prevent fo great an evil. 

While France, io every fortune, feeks to extend her territo- 
ries, Great Britain rifes more and more into greatnefs, chiefly 
by two paths: the extenfion of her commerce, and the happy 
application of the mechanical powers to the improvement of 
arts, Her trade in India, already aftonifhingly great, will foon 
be doubled by thofe wife regulations which have been fuggeited 
by the experience and ingenuity of certain great and liberal 
merchants. [Mr. D. Scott, of Bombay, Mr. Cochrane, &c, &c.J 
Thefe have been adopted, and partly carried into execution 5 
and will, it is thought, enter, to a fiill greater extent, into the 
new arrangements that will take place on the renewal of the 
Eaft India Company’s charter. 


PROSPERITY OF GREAT-BRITAIN. 


The application of mechanics to the improvement of manu- 
faétures, is not merely confined to the ufeful, but extended even 
to the liberal arts. Ac the fame time that Bolton, Watts, Ark- 
wright, Lord Dundonald, and many others, improve mechanics, 
and difcover new and ufeful properties in matier, the Polygrae 
phic fociety, by improving the hints, and liberally patronizing 
and fupporting Mr. Booth, have brought tne art of multiplying 
pidures in oil colours to a pitch of excellence that has excited 
univerfal 
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univerfal admiration at home and abroad, and promifes toadd 
to theftores of  Britith -manafattures and commerce. 





Same: Account of the Life of Torquate Tafa. 
[Continued from page 328, and concluded.) 


UT, whatever pleafures Taffo, renounced, which Alphonia 
folicited him to enjoy, it.is certain that he.afpired to. fome 
which Alphonfo. would not, permit : He appears to haye made 
fome attempts.on the Prigcefs Leonora, whom he has A Mane 
in feveral of his, verfes ; the Duke. therefore denied him accefg 
to her, and to the other princefles : but whatever were, the 
Duke’s fufpicions, he did not vet deny Taflo bis proteétion, 
It is probable, however, that Taflo, after the prohibition to vifit 
the Princefs, gave him fome farther provocation. on their ace 
count 5 for the next thing we,hear of him is, that he fled from 
Ferraraa fecond time, leaving all bis .books,and.MSS behind 
him, under the utmoft apprehenfion of the.Duke’s refentment, 
He firft fought an afylum.ender the Prince Guglielmo Gone 
zago, at Mantua, but he found him decrepid with.age, and very 
little difpofed to afford him ,proreGion. Viacentio Gonzago, 
bis fon, was better inclined to him ;.but .he was too young: 
Taffo therefore-fled fuccefively to Padua and to Venice ; o 
being in continual dread of being delivered up to the Dake of 
Ferrara, he applied to the Dake of Urbino, his brother-in-law, 
toemploy his good offices, and once morebring abouta ree 
conciliation. 

The Duke of Urbino fhewed him great kindnefs, and,pro- 
bably having made fome overtures which produced encouraging 
circumftances though without perfect fuccefs, advifed ‘Tailo to 
throw himfclf on the Duke’s clemency, and return.agaia 10 
Ferrara, Taflo, who was now about 35 years old, toak this 
advice ; but the Duke believing, or pretending to believe, that 
his ill conduct proceeded trom a difordered underttanding, caufed 
him to be firi@ly confined in the hofpital of St. Anne, Taflo 
applied to the Duke, by every friend he had, toreleafe him 
from this confinement 5 but che Duke coldly anfwered, that, 
inflead of endeavouring to procure the enlargement of a per- 
fon in his condition, they ought rather to exhort bim to submit 
patiently to {uch remedies as were judged proper for him. Tailo 
was ceriainly difordered in his mind, whether as. rhe effect or 
caufe cf his confinement; he was conicious that be laboured 
uuderfome ciliemper, and he believed che caufe of it 10 be 
fupernatural, 
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fupernataral, and fancied himfelf haunted by a fpirit, that con- 
tinaally difordered his books and papers ; to which, however, 
the tricks played him by his keepers might contribute. He 
continued, notwithftanding, to folicit the interpofition of all 
the powers in Italy, to whom he could find means to apply, 
particularly the Emperor and the Pope, but without faccefse 
Bat it happened, that after he had been a prifoner feven years, 
his young friend Vincentio Gonzago, who was then Prince of 
Mantua, his father Guglielmo being dead, came to Ferrara, 
among other great perfonages daring the feftivals and rejoicings 
that were held there on the marriage of Cafar of Efte with 
Virginia of Medicis. Vincentio greatly diftinguithed himfel€ 
on this occafion in the feats of chivalry, that were ufua! in thofe 
days; and taking advantage of the inflaence 4nd honour which 
he had thus acquired, he urged Alphonfo fo earneftly to fet 
Taffo at liberty, that he at laft confented, and Vincentio took 
him with him to Mantua, he being then in the 42d year of his 

age. 

The Mantua he lived about ayear in great favoar with the 
Prince, and in all the {plendor and afflaence which the favour 
of great Princes confers : but he was weary of a ftate of depen- 
dance, however fplendid and luxurious, and therefore refolved 
to go to Naples, and endeavour to recover his mother’s jointure, 
which had been feized by her relations, when he went into exile 
with his father Bernardo: With this view he procored letters of 
recommendation to the Viceroy, and having taken leave of the 
Prince of Mantua, he went firit to Bergamo, where he ftayed 
fome time, and from thence proceeded to Naples. 

At Naples he immediately commenced a fait at law for the 
recovery of his right, and divided his time between a profecution 
of that and his ftudies: Here he was f licited by the young 
Count of Paleno to accept an apartment in his palace, Taflo 
confented, but finding it not agreeable to the Count’s father, 
the Prince of Conca, on account of Taffo’s former attachment 
to the family of Salerno, between whom and Cunca there had 
been an hereditary enmity, ‘T'aflo withdrew not only from the 
palace but from Naples, and retired to Bifaccio, with one 
Giovanni Batiita Manfo, with whom he had contraéted an ine 
timate friendthip. . 

At Bifaccio he lived in great tranquillity with his friend 
Manfo, till the approach of the winter, and then they returned 
again to Naples, where the iffue of the law duit was itill ia 
fuipeace. 

Taffo, who was now ia his 45th year, appeared to Manio, 
While they were at Bilaccio, to ve affected with a melancholy, 
Vou. XII, 327. 2X which 
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which had very fingular effes : He therefore frequently quef- 
tioned him about them, and Taffo told him that he hada 
familiar fpirit, with whom he frequently and freely converfed ; 
Manfo treated this as an illufion, but Taffo ftill affirmed it tobe 
real ; and telling him thatthe fpirit would meet and converfe 
with him the next day, invited him to be prefent. Manfo com. 
ing at the hour appointed, faw Taflo fix his eyes with great 
earnefinefs upon a window, and perceiving him to continue withs 
out motion, he called. him feveral times by his name; Taffo 
made noreply, but at length cried out with great vehemence, 
«« There is the friendly {pirit that is come to converfe with me. 
Look, and be convinced that what I have faid is true,”? Manfo 
looked, not without fome furprize, but faw nothing except the 
fun-beams which fone through the window : He was juft going 
to afk where the pretended {pirit wes, when he was prevented 
by Taflo’s. {peaking with great earneftnefs to fome imaginary 
Being, fometimes putting queftionr, and fometimes giving an- 
{wers,in a manner fo pleafing, and with fuch elevation of ex- 
preffion, that Manfo had no defire to interrupt him : The con- 
verfation at laft ended by the fuppofed departure of the fpirit ; 
when Taffo, turning round to his friend, afked if his aoubts 
were removed ; to which he made no reply, being fo much 
amazed that he gladly waved all farther converfation on the 
fubject. 

Finding his law-fuit not likely to be foon determined, he 
went from Naples to Rome, where he continued about a year, 
in high favour with Pope Sextus Quintus, and then went to 
Florence, at the prefling invitation of Ferdinando, Grand Duke 
of Tufcany, who had been Cardinal at Rome when Taiflo firk 
refided there. 

Having {pent about another year at Florence, he returned 
again to Naples, taking Rome in his way ; and the old Prince 
of Conca being then dead, he accepted an apartment in tle 
palace of the ycung Count of Paleno, who fucceeded him, aad 
there applied himfelf to correct his Jerufa'em Delivered, or 
rather to compofe anew work, which he called the Jerufale 
Conquered. ‘The young Prince of Conca, knowing how fre- 
quently Taffo had eloped from his friends w'thout warning, and 
being very anxious to keep pofleffion both of the poet and his 
work, caufed him to be very narrowly watched, which Taflo 
obferving, and being difpleafed at it, found means to elude his 
diligence, and retired to his friend Manfo’s, where, however, 
he itill continued apon good terms with the Prince of Conca. 

His Jerufalem Conquered was the Jerulalem Delivered al- 
tered, orsather new written, with a view to obviate the onjece 
tions 
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tions of thé critics, by a conformity to their rules ; and about 
this time, being now in his 48th year, he publithed his new and 
elaborate performance ; but it ferved only to prove that the 
critics were miftaken, for it was received with much lefs appro- 
bation than that in which he had delivered himfelf up to the 
enthofiafm of his genius, and in a fhort time was almoft fore 
gotten. It is faid, that he began athird correction of his 
poem, compounded partly of the Jerufalem Delivered, and 
partly of the Jerufalem Conquered ; but this he never come 
pleated. f 

Soon after the publication of his Jerufalem Conquered, Hip- 
polito Aldrobandini fucceeded Sextus Quintus to the Papacy, 
by the name of Clement the V:.II. and his two nephews, 
Cynthio and Pietro Aldrobandini, were created Cardinals. 
Cynthio, who was a great patron of learning and genius, and 
had knowo Tafflo when he laft refided at Rome, prevailed with 
him once more to leave his retreat at Naples, and Jive with him 
in that city. 

When Taffo fat out on this journey, the confines of the 
Ecclefiaftical State being greatly infefted with banditti, it was 
ufual for travellers to go together in large companies, for fe- 
curity. Taffo therefore joined himfelf to one of thefe com- 
panies ; but when they came within fight of Mola, a little town 
near Gaeta, they received intelligence that Sciarra, a famous 
captain of robbers, was at hand with a body of men too numcr- 
ous for them to refilt. Taffo advifed that they thould continue 
their journey, and if they thould be attacked, ftand refolutcly 
wpon their defence ; but this wasover-ruled ; they threw theme 
felves for fafety into Mola, where they remained for fome time 
ina manner blocked up by the banditti; but their captain, 
Sciarra, hearing that Taffo was one of the company, fent a 
meflage to aflure him that he might pafsin fafety, and offered 
himieif to condact him wherever be pleafed, ‘Taffo returned 
him thanks, but declined his offer, perhaps not thinking a man 
of his chara¢ter could be fafely trafted ; bat Sciarra fenta 
fecond meflage, by which he informed Taff, that, apon his 
account, he would withdraw his men, and leave the ways open. 
He accordingly did fo, and Taffo continuing his jouraey, ar- 
rived fafely at Rome, where he was gracioully welcomed, not 
by the two Cardinals only,,but by their uncie the Pope bim.- 
felt. Here he continued till his soth year, and being thea 


. again weary of his fituation, and deusous to profecute his lawe 


fuit, he obtained permiffion to retire once more to Naples, 

Where he took up his abode with the Benedictine Fatners, in the 

souvent of St. Severin, Cardinals Cynthio, however, toohd 
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means to recall him again to Rome, after a very hort abfence, 
by having prevailed with the Pope to confer upon him the 
honour of being publickly and folemnly crowned with Laurel 
in the Capitol. 

He fet out from Naples to receive this honour, with a pre- 
fage that he fhould never return ; and, in his way, ftoppedat 
the monaftery of mount Caffino,, to pay his devotions to the 
relidts of St. Benediét, for whom he had a particular veneration ; 
having {pene the feitival of Coriftmas at this place, he proceeded 
to Rome, where he arrived in the beginning of the year 1595, 
being then about 51 years old: He was met at the entrance of 
the city by many prelates and perfons of diftin&tion, and was 
introduced by the two Cardinals to the Pope, who complimented 
him by faying, ** That his merie would confer as much ho- 
nour on the laurel he was about to receive, as the laurel had 
formerly conferred on others.”” Orders were immediately given 
to decorate not only the Pope’s palace, and the Capitol, bat all 
the principal ftreets through which the proceflion was to pafs. 
Bot Taffo, whether from an habitual dejection of mind, ora 
fecret fenfation of the firft approaches of a difeafe which he ap- 
prehended would be fatal, declared, that ali thefe pompous pre- 
parations would be in vain ; and being thewn a fonnet that was 
compofed on the occafion, by Hercole Taffo, a relation, he 
replied by the following verfe of Seneca, 


Magnifica verba mors prope admota excutit. 


It happened, that while they were waiting for fair weather to 
celebrate the folemnity, Cardinal Cynthio fell fick, and before 
he was perfectly recovered, Taffo himfelf was taken ill. Though 
he was no more than fifty-one years of age, yet his ftudies and 
his misfortunes had brought on all the languor and infirmities 
of old age: Being now confirmed in the opinion that his ead 
was near, he expreffed a defire of being removed to the mo- 
naftery of St Onuphrius, and he was accordingly carried thither 
in Cardinal Cynthio’s coach, and received with the atmoft 
tendernefs by the Prior and brethren of that arder. Many mee 
dicines were adminiftered by the advice of the molt eminent 
phyficians of Rome, but without effect 3 and a violent fever 
coming on, occafioned, as it is faid, by his having unadviledly 
eaten fome milk, Rinaldini, who was phyfician to the Pope, 


and Taffo’s intimate friend, told him that his lait hour was at 
hand. Taffo received the information with great compofure, 
and embracing Rioaldini with great tenderneis, thanked him 
16f ite 
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He then looked upwards, and pronounced a fhort ejacalatory 
prayer, and from this time his mind feeemed to be wholly dif- 
engaged from earthly things: He was condoéted to the chapel 
of the monaftery by the brethren, where he received the facrae 
ment; and when he was brought back to his chamber, was 
atked, where he wifhed to be interred ? He anfwered, in the 
church of St Onuphrius, and being defired to leave fome mee 
morial of his will in writing, and to dictate fome epitaph to be 
engraven on his tomb, be fmiled and faid, That, as co the firft, 
he had but little tobequeath ; and, as to the fecond, a plain 
ftone would fuffice to cover him. Hedid, however, make a 
will, by which he made Cardinal Cynthio his heir, and left his 
pictare to Monfo his friend : On the 14th day of his ficknefs he 
received extreme unétion, and the Pope’s benediction, which 
was brought to him by Cardinal Cynthio, an' wasa grace 
never conferred in this manner but upon pertons of tne firkt 
diftinction : Taffo was fenfible of the honoar, and acknowledged 
it with great humility and devotion ; ** This,” fays he, ** is 
the crown I came to receive at Rome.” The Cardioal then 
atked him if he had any other defire which his furvivors could 
falfill ; upon which he requefted, that all the copies of his works 
might be collected and burnt ; he knew, he faid, that as they 
were numerous and widely difperfed, it would be difficult, but 
he trofted not altogether impracticable ; in this ftranze requelt, 
in which it isdifficalt to fay, whether vanity or humility had the 
greateft fhare, he perfifted with fo much earneftne(s, that the 
Cardinal, unwilling to difcompofe him by a refufal, gave him 
féch an an{fwer as led him to believe it would be granted. Taffo 
then requefting the Cardinal to leave him, he took his lait fares 
well of him with tears in his eyes, and left with him his con- 
feffor and fome of the brethren of the monaftery : He furvived 
till che middle of the next day, the 2gth of April, being the 
feitival of St Mark, andchen finding himfelf fainting, he em- 
braced his crucifix uttering thefe words, In manu tuas Dominz,~—« 
but expired before he could finifh the fentence ; He was bu- 
ried the fame evening, without pomp, according to his defire, 
inthe charch of St Oauphrius, and his body covered with a 
plain itone: Cardinal Cyncthio, whom he had made his heir, 
always protefied an intention of erecting a mocument to his 
memory, bat though he furvived many years, yet he died with 
Out putting it into execution : Manfo, to whom he left nothing 
but his picture, when he came, ten years after his death, and 
found not fo much as his name infcribed upon the ftone that lay 
ever him, would have taken the care of erefting a monument 
pon himi¢li, hat he was oot permitted ; however, he procured 
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the words Hic jqctt Torquatas Taffus to be engraven on the 
fone that covered his grave. A ftately monument was at laf 
ere€ted to his memory in the church where he was buried, by 
Cardinal Bonifacio Bevilacqua, of an illuttrious family of Ferrara, 

He, was tall and well-fhaped, his complexion fair but paley 
the hair of his head was of achefnut colour, that of his beard 
fomewhat lighter, thick, and bufhy ; his forehead was fquare 
and high, his head large, and the forepart of it, in the latter 
part of his life, bald ; his eye-brows were dark, his eyes full 
piercing, and of aclear blue ; his nofe large, his lips thin, his 
teeth well fet and white, his neck well proportioned, his breatt 
full, his fhoulders broad, and all his limbs were more finewy 
than ficfhy. His voice was ftrong, clear, and folemn ; he fpoke 
with deliberation, and generally reiterated his latt words : he 
feldom laughed, and never to excefs ; he was very expert in 
theexercife of the body. Io his oratory he ufed little a@ion, 
and pleafed rather by the beauty and force of his language, 
than by the graces of gefture and utterance. His writings 
make it unoeceflary to mention the natural endowments of his 
miod, but it is faid of him, that there never was a fcholar more 
homble, a wit more devout, ora man more amiable. 








Jo the PRINTER of tha WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 

SIR, 

F you judge the following thort Extra Srom a Sermon 

preached November 5, in Canterbury, and the 16th in London, 
1788, ty Eibanan Winchefer (from America), worthy of a place 
jn your entertaining Mifcellany, and will iofere it the firit ops 
“portunity, you will, Sir, oblige 
Your conftant reader, 


CAMBER. 





_ ‘THE author, enumerating the bleffings of civil and religious 
diberty, fecured to us by the Revolution, proceeds thus. 

‘* There is but one country in the world, where liberty, and 
efpeciaily religious liberty, is fo mach enjoyed as in thefe kings 
coms, and that 18 the Uniced States of America: chere religious 
liberty is in the higheit perfection. All ttand there on equal 
ground. There are no religious eitablithments, no preference 
of one denomination of Chriitians above another, ‘The contti- 
gution knows no difierence between one good man, and another. 
A man 
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A man may be chofen there to the higheft civil offices, without 
being obliged to give any account of his faith, fubfcribe any 
religious teft, or go to the communion table of any church. 

«© We that are here called difénters, there ftand upon a level 
with the higheft dignitaries in the epif.opal church, Our mare 
siages are as valid in law as their’s ; and we are as much ree 
fpefted as they, if we behave as wei! ; and the members of our 
chorches are as eligible to pofts of honour and profit as their’s, 
And what is the confequence of this equality ? Does the epifco- 
pal charch fuffer by it? Far from it: fhe gains, She has ia 
reality profpered more, fince this has been the cafe, than before, 
She has good bifhops, refpectable clergy, and many worthy 
members. She is no longer envied and hated by her fiftere 
chorches : far from it, the is refpeéted, Her worthy clergy are 
better fupported now by free contributions, donations, fub- 
ftriptions, &c. thin formerly they were by compuifion, in thefe 
places where epifcopacy was eltablifhed by law. Unworthy, 
ignorant, and vicious clergymen, of which there were formerly 
many, are now difcarded, and obliged to ceafle exercifing their 
funétions ; for none are obliged to hear or fupport them. And 
all the people of every denomination, through the United States, 
enjoy that higheft perfection of religious liberty, viz. the 
choofing and fupporting their fpiritual guides in that way which 
is moft agreeable to them ; and alfo the power of iejeQing them 
for immoral conduct. ‘There are no patrons there, none to pre- 
fent to vacant churches ; all mult be approved by the people, to 
whom they are to minifter, 

«© The authority in many places does not even interfere at all 
in mattersof religion ; and in no part of the ftates are miniflers, 
or hovies, under the leaft neceffity.of being licenfed by aue 
thority : each denomination liceniing, calling, and fecting apart 
their minifteis to the facred work, in that manner which they 
thi.k molt fit.” 





AN EPISODE UPON DUELLING. 
In @ Letter frim a Lady ta her Friend, 


. Bath. 
FEEL myfelf greatly obliged to you for your entertaining 
letter. J cannot yetthake of my unealinefs ; and an accident 
thei bappened here ihe other day, which has cait a gloom over 
the wiole place, has aot contributed to raife my fpirits. Though 
tf decang infaitely fuperior degrees of wretchedacds fall . the 
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Jot of others were the means of confoling our own diftrefs, [ 
have ample room for confolation. 

Mr. Edwards, a young gentleman of fortune, came lately to 
this place with an amiable young woman, to whom he was on the 
point of being married. They were to ftay a month here, 
while his houfe in the country was preparing for their reception. 
They had been contracted almoft from their infancy, with the 
confent of their parents; and, living near each other in the 
country, the intimacy and regard of a brother and fifter gradually 
ripened into a foiter affe€tion ; and, as far as human forefight 
could judge, there appeared every profpe& of connubial hap. 
pinefs, in its moft perfect ftate, and founded on the firmeft bafis, 

But, alas ! this was never to be put to the trial, Mr. Ed- 
wards, a few days only before the intended marriage, being 
engaged at billiards, one of thofe pefts of fociety, a gambler, 
entered the room, and betted on his play. Being unfaccefsfal, 
he let fall fome expreffions refle€ting on the fairnefs of the pro- 
ceedings an infinvation which Mr, Edwards could not avoid 
warmly refenting. One word produced another, till a challenge 
was the confequence, They met the next morning on Clavere 
ton Down, where Mr. Edwards received a ball through his 
breaft, and inftantly expired. His intended bride was fo af- 
feGied by it, that the has entirely loft her intellects, and raves ia 
a manner too fhocking for defcription. 

After this melancholy tale, I will relate to you a converfation 
that happened in confequence of it, upon the fatal cultom of 
dueling, that moft dreadtul inftance of the influence of ancient 
prejadice on modern manners, The day after this tragical 
event, we were all fitting after dinner, where, befides the family 
Colonel Eccles and Mr. Wilton, a refpe€table clergyman, were 
preient. The difcourfe naturally turned on wnat was fo ftrongly 
imprinted on ovr minds, the uofortunate duel ; and the ab- 
furcity, as well as cruelty, of fo favage a cuftom in an enlight- 
ened age, and among a people who boait fo much of their wife 
dom and refinement, was arraigned in the ftrongeft terms. 
Mrs. Borroughs was moved even to tears, by the reflection that 
fhe had a fon whom the beit heart, and the mildeft difpofition, 
might not exempt from the dreadful neceflity of one day ha- 
zarding his liie againit a defperate rufhan, The gentlemen 

acquieiced in general condemnation of the practice ; and Co- 
Jonel Eccles added, that, though a foldier himfelf, he had 
nothing to fay io vindication of a crime too prevalent among 
officers of the army. It was true it might nave fome influence 
in correcting the roughnels of manners, which mea, living in 
habits of the greateit treedom with each other, might be liable 
to 











efs, I 


ly to 
in the 
here, 
tion, 
) the 
n the 
pally 
fight 
hape 
afis. 
Ed. 
cing 
dler, 
fal, 
pro- 
void 
nge 
vers 


afe 
sia 


ion 
1 of 
ent 
cal 
ily 
ere 
gly 
ibe 
ht~ 
rife 
ns. 

FA 
> 
ja- 

en 


ad 


1g 
ce 
in 
le 











THE WEEKLY. ENTERTAINER. 353 


to contra&; and, in general, among Englifhmen. at leaf, it 
was not fo frequent as to have a very dangerous effet. But, 
while the prefent dreadful example was before his imagination, 
he could not bot with fome method might be found of putting 
‘an entire flop to fo fatal a proceeding. Yet, though this was 
his with, he confeffed he ‘had no hopesof feeing that with 
accomplifhed ; as he could hot conceive any law could be in- 
vented to check it, . Capital punifhment mutt be ineffectaal to 
deter men from doing an ation which can only be done by thofe 
who profefs a contempt of death, And how fhall a deed be 
figmatized as infamoas, which all the inhabitants of Europe 
agree in calling honourable ? 

«© In regard to the laft pofition,” replied Mr. Wilton, ‘* I have 
my doubts if that will long be the cafe, in England at lealt. 
Whatever it may be in other nations, and in one efpecially which 
is particularly connected with us—in this country, I am certain, 
the reputation of the duellift is rapidly declining. A man who 
feeks that charaéter, is fure of being aniverfally detefted and 
avoided ; and where a perfon has the misfortune to be forced 
into an affair of that kind, it will always be confidered by his 
friends as a misfortune, whatever may be the iffue of it ; and 
I never yet converfed with a man of fenfe, who had been re- 
duced to the difagreeableneceffity of fighting a duel, who did. not 
wave the fuabject as much as poilible, whenever it was intro- 
duced ; or, if he was obliged to mention it, did not always do 
it in terms of humiliation, rather than triumph.” 

Sir Edward Lawfon, now takiog up.the converfation, faid, 
“*T am fo convinced of the truth of Mr. Wilton’s obfervation, 
that I have hardly a doubt of feeing the favage practice of duel- 
ling almoft, if not quite, eradicated from this ifland. And ifa 
brave and warlike people, like the Englith, who are reckoned 
by their neighbours to pay a lefs regard to their lives than they 
really do, fhould univertally reprovate this cuftom, not only as 
barbarous, but difgraceful, the reft of Europe would follow their 
example, For this reafon, and as even at prefent (notwithe 
dianding the melancholy iaftance now in our contemplation) the 
real fatal effe€&ts of duclling are very rare; I doubt much 
whether there is a M€ceflity to check its progrefs by any new or 
feverer laws. But, if it were neceflary, | own | think | have 
formed a plan from a hint | have met with id fome.writer, bug 
where 1 do not recolle¢t, chat would not only put a ftop to the 
frequent practice of it, but leave whatever good effcéts it may 
be fuppofed to have in full force. The icbeme I mean is this ; 
A law thould be paffed, compelling the magiftrates of any ploce 
where a duel is fought, under a fevere penalty, to inquire into 
Vou. XII, 327. 2¥ all 
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all the circumftances relating to it, by a refpeftable jary to be 
aflembled for that purpofe ; and whoever, after a minute in. 
veftigation of every thing that gave rife to it, fhould be found 
really the aggreffor (by this I do not mean univerfally the chal 
lenger, for an innocent perfon may, by ill treatment, be com. 
pelled to give a challenge), fhould, on conviétion, be condemned 
to three, fix, or twelve months folitaty confinement, at the dif. 
cretion of the jory, After fuch a law, I believe the practice of 
duelling would be very much difafed ; and I fee no reafon why 
a modeof punifhment might not be applied to the higher ranks 
of fociety, which, we are told, has been found fo efficacious in 
correcting the enormities of the lower. Though perhaps the 
introdvétion of it at all, without an exprefs act of the legiflature, 
was a firetch of judicial authority not perfectly confiftent with 
the free {pirit of the Britith conftitution.” 

Thas ended a converfation which, at the time efpecially, was 
particularly interefting to us all ; which we liftened to with great 
attention; and (thoaghI have only given the heads of it) in 
which the ladies qenieaay joined ; who, you may imagine, 
were not backward in deprecating a praétice which facrifices the 
peace, the happinefs, and fometimes the fupport, of a family to 
its capricious cruelty. 





Charaéler of Lord Chief Juftice Mansfield. 
[From the Monthly Review of March 17g9.]} 


T is impoffible for the reader to perufe this important feries of 

judicial determinations (the law reports lately publifhed) 
without feeling great refpeé for the noble perfonage who, during 
this very long period, prefided in the Court of King’s Bench: 
The extent and feblimity of his underftanding, and the charms 
of his eloquence, are univerfally acknowledged. His punctuality 
in ‘the diicharge of his bigh office, his difpatch of bafinefs, his 
affability, and his readinefs to accommodate the fuitors of the 
Court, have never been denicd.——A multitgge of points of legal 
learning have been fettled by his decifiof® ; feveral important 
cafes of real property ; the whole fyftem of the poor laws ; and 
a great part of the doétrine of infurance, reft folely on his deters 
minations ; and their general propriety has not been queitioned. 
Bot whether he poflefled that profound and extenfive knowledge 
of the law of En land, for which Lord Coke, Lord Vaughao, 
Lord Hale, Lord Holt (and we may fay, his predeceffors in 
general) have been Cefervecly famous, may, perhaps, be — in 
Quchione 
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ftion. He has been generally accafed of treating precedents 
with too little refpe&, and making the Court of King’s Bench 
a court of equity. Even the ftyle of his oratory has not efcaped 
animadverfion.. It has been faid, that his mode of {peaking 
was often defultory, that his fentences were often ungrammati- 
cal, and his expreflions often low. But his defects have been 
univerfally confidered to bear no proportion to his excellencies. 
It feems to be admitted, that, in knowledge, he was equalled by 
few of his profeffional contemporaries ;—and that in eloquence 
he was furp: fled by none.—In tating a cafe,—in cifcriminating 
it from cafes of a fimilar impreflion,—in divefting it of all exe 
traneous matter,—in prefenting to the attention of his hearers, 
reafoning with their underftanding on it, and convincing them, 
without appearing to argue, it may be queftioned if ever he had 
his equal, Such is the impreffion given of his jadicial merits 
and abilities'by the reports now under co-fideration, To his 
praife, it may be added, that, amid the fury uf contending 
factions (to which no one was more expofed), neither his general 
abilities, nor his integrity in his judicial capacity, were ever 
called in queftion. 





On the Advantage of communicated Ideas. 


ETHINKS the prefent condition of men is like a field, 
M where a battle having been lately fought, we fee many 
legs, arms, and organs of fenfe, lying here and there, which, 
for want of conjanétion, and a foul to quicken and enliven them, 
are fit for nothing but to feed the ravens and infect the air fo 
we fee many wits and ingenuities fcattered up and down the 
world, whereof fome are now labouring to do what is already 
done, and puzzling themfelves to re-invent what is already in 
ented. Others we fee quite loft in difficalties for want of a 
few direGtions, which fome other man, might he be met withal, 
both could and would moft eafily give him. Agaio, one man 
wants a {mall fum of money to carry on fome defign that re- 
quires it, and there is, perhaps, another who has twice as much 
ready to beftow upon the fame defign ; but thefe two haviog no 
means ever to hear the one of the other, the gooc work, in- 
tended and defired by both parties, does utterly perifh, and 
come to nothing. 

This fufficiently cemonftrates the intention of providence, 
that a reciprocal exchange of good offices thould fubfiit amongit 
men, by which their real happinets fhould be moft effectually 
promoted. 

2¥2 Anfwer, 
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Axfwer, by Adolefcens, of Barum, tothe Enigma, by Fuba, ipa 
JSerted January 5. 


HAT canfes heroes to relinquifh war, 
What makes mankind to vifit regions far, 
Sure Juba’s mafe doth here the fame unfold, 
And p»-ves thefe feats are all perform’d by GOLD. 


*§* We have received the like anfwer from W. P. Mafgrove 
and Juventus, of Lifkeard ; D. Robarts, of St. Columb ; John 
Batkerville, of Plymouth; X. Y. Z. of Bickington ; Thomas 
Whicker, of Exon; J. Collins, near Collampton ; J. W. nigh 
Totnes; P. Baftow, of Buckfaftleigh ; and W. Goodden and 
W. Baker, of Somerton. 





4n ENIGMA, 4y Philander. 


2 ROM burning climes, where rifing whirlwinds play, 
H Obfcure the jun, and ‘* {weep whole plains away ;” 
Where blafted nature, ftripp’d of all her pride, 
Rears her rude form amidft the defart wide ; 
Where the weak power of vegetation dies, 
And fandy waftes extend, and mountains rife, 
We come in evil and ill-fated hour 
‘To prove on man our wild defpotic power ; 
To raife the fury-paflions of the foul, 
His reafon fetter, and his will controul ; 
Urge him to curfe his God with impious breath, 
And drive bim on to madnefs and to death. 
In thofe dread waftes where favage montters roam, 
We left our fire to wander far from home ; 
He, the boge tenant of the barb’rous land, 
Swift and enormous treads the defart fand 
Thick clouds of duft in pillars round him rife, 
Spread o’er the plain, and darken all the fkies ; 
‘The lonely traveller here doom’d to ftray, 
Thro’ the forlorn, uncomfortable way, 
Flies, trembling flies, far from his dettin’d path, 
Nor tempts the vengeance of his rifing wrath. 
The greatett warrior he of mortal birth, 
And matchlefs force that fears no power on earth ; 
Nor is his date like that affigned to man, 


Of narrow limits or contracted {pan, 
Three 
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a, ina Three hundred annual funs their courfe have trac’d 

Since firft he fearlefs rang’d the torrid walte; ' 

Since firft he faw approach the fea-beat ftrand, 
+ Advent’rous Gama’s Lofitanian band ; 

Still ftrong in vigour, and {till green in years, 

As then our fire appear’d he now appears. 

Clad in the lily’s veft of virgin white, 
We come the friends or foes of proud delight ; 


grove At once the minifters of joy and pain, 

Jobn Defpair and exultation in our train ; 
1omas Prophets of good, or oracles of ill, 

nigh To thofe mad mortals who confalt our will. 
: and Thro’ Earope’s polifh’d realms we take our way, i 


And hear mankind confefs our potent {way ; 
See willing thoufands bow before our ihrine, 
en Imp!ore our aid, and own our charms divine, 

Not ancient Greece when dangers feem’d to threat, 
And awful ruin nodded o’er the ftate, 
With more folicitude and anxious care i] 
” To Delphi’s facred oracle repair, 

To lIcarn the unhappy caufe of all their woes, 
And the dark volume of the fates difclofe, 
Than our keen votaries at our fane betray 
When fortune’s roll we to their fight difplay. 

Hark ! thro’ our dome what rattling ehanders roll, . : 
Rend the vaft earth, and thake the folid pole! ' 
Ah dreadful din ! ah foul-awak’ning found ! 

How loud it roars thro’ all che dark profound ! 
This is the awful hour, by fate decreed, 
When fortune deals around her fickle meed ; 
Like two pale fybils from the caves of night 
We rofhing burit upon the eager fight, 
With filent {peaking eyes to man declare, 
Whether ’tis his co triumph or defparr 5 
‘To hunt gay pleafure thro’ her airy halls, 
And mount the fteeps from whence ambition calls ; 
Or wildly plunge into thofe dreary cells, { 
Where darknels, rage, and defperation dwells, f 
Far, far remov’d from Heav’n sall-cheeriag ray, 
And the pare beams of reafon’s mental day. 
Come then, ye youths, who wake the founding ftriag, 
** And venture to unlock the facred {pring,” 
Declare in tuneful numoers, {weetly ftrong, 
Our name, and give to deathlefs praife the foog, 


POETRY. 
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The VIOLET and th PANSY. 
A Faste, By Dr. Lancuorng. 


HEPHERD, if near thy artlefs breaft 
The god of fond defires repair 5 
Implore him for a gentle guett, 
Implore him with unwearied prayer. 


Should beauty’s foul-enchanting fmile, 
Love-kindling looks and features gay ; 
Should thefe thy wand’ring cye beguile, 
And fteal thy heedlefs heart away. 


That heart thail foon with forrow {well, 
And foon the erring eye deplore, 

If in the beauteous bofom dwell 
No gentle virtue’s genial ftore, 


Far from his hive one fummer-day 

A young and yet unpractis’d bee, 
Borne on his tender wings away, 

Went forth the flowery world to fee. 


The morn, the noon in play he paft, 

But when the thades of evening came, 
No parent brooght the due repaft, 

And faintnefs feiz’d his little frame. 


By nature arg'd, by inftiné led, 
The bofom of a flower be fought, 

Where ftreams mourn’d round a moffy bed, 

And violets all the bank enwrought, 
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Of kindred race, but brighter eyes, 
On that fair bank a panfy grew, 
That borrow’d from indulgent tkies 
A velvet thade and purple hue, 


The tints that ftream’d with glofly gold, 
The velvet thade, the porple hae, 
The ftranger wonder’d to behold, 
And to its beauteous bofom flew. 


Not fonder hafte the lover fpeeds, 
At evening’s fall his fair to meet, 
When o’er the hardly-bending meads 
He fprings on more than mortal feet. 


Nor glows his eye with brighter glee, 
When ftealing near her orient breatt, 
Than fele the fond enamour’d bee 
When firft the golden bloom he prefs’d. 


Ah! pity much his youth untried, 
His heart in beauty’s magic fpell! 
So never paffion thee betide, 
But where the genial virtues dwell. 


In vain he feeks thofe virtues there ; 
No foul-faftaining charms abound ; 
No honied {weetnefs to repair 
The languid walle of life is found. 


An aged bee, whofe labours led 

Thro’ thefe fair {prings and meads of gold, 
His feeble wing and drooping head 

Beheld, and pitied to behold. 


«* Fly, fond adventurer, fly the art 

** That courts thine eye with fine attire ; 
** Who {miles to win the heedlefs heart, 

** Will {mile to fee that heart expire. 


«¢ This modeft flower of humbler hue, 

** That boafts no depths of glowing dies, 
** Array’d in unbefpangl’d blue, 

** The fimple cloathing of the tkies, 





s¢ This 
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** This flower with balmy fweetnels hleft 
** May yet the languid Jife renew 3”” 
He faid, and to the violet’s breaft, 
The little vagrant faintly flew. 





"§ O N G. 
By Peter Pinpar, Ef, 


INCE Cynthia has left us how. dark is our ty, 
The hill-and the vale how forlorn ; 
At her abfence poor zephyr moves on with a figh, 
‘And the linnet fits mute on the thorn. 


At morn when I wake, ah! unbleft by repofe, 
And the dew on the herbage appears ; 

I think that the paftures partake in. my woes, 
That all nature is covered with tears, 


Now funk on the grafs, of the fair one 1 dream— 
Now | mofe by the riv’let alone; 

Where methinks thus I hear the lorn voice of the ftream, 
‘* The pride of our valleys is gone.” 


Ah fay when will nature her luitre refume, 
And rapture return to each fwain ? 

When fhe who alone can enlivea the gloom, 
Shall vifit thofe valleys again, 








— 


An Epitaph on the Monument of the late Rev. Mr. Brigh- 


ton, of Egham, who was Vicar of that Place 45 Years. 


Ns half an age, with every good man’s praife, 
Among his flock the fhepherd pafs’d his days ; 


The friend, the comfort of the fick and poor, 
Want never knock’d unheeded at his door ; 

Ofc when his duty call’d, difeafe and pain 

Strove to confine him, but they firove in vain ; 
All moan his death, his virtues long they try’d, 
They knew not how they Jov’d him till he dy’d 5 
Peculiar bleflings did his life attend, 

fic had no foe, and Camden was his friend. 


D. GARRICK. 
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